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“Would I might rouse the Lincoln in you all”

As many of you already know, we have recently lost two
charter members of the ALP:
Lewis “Abe” Clymer was a Life
Member of the Association of
Lincoln Presenters. Born on April 7,
1931, he began presenting as Lincoln
in his early 20’s. He died on April 23,
2021, following a short hospitalization.
A memorial service was held in
Vandalia, IL on June 26, 2021.

Dan Bassuk,
ALP Founder

Dr. Beryl F. (B. F.) McClerren was a
Life Member of the Association of
Lincoln Presenters. Born on May 30,
1929. As a teacher, one of his
favorite courses was the Lincoln
Senior Seminar. B. F.’s presenting of
Lincoln was interrupted by Covid.
He died at home on June 18, 2021. A
memorial service is scheduled for July
10, 2021.
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Association of Lincoln Presenters
Summer greetings, Members!
In recent months my mail frequently has included your expressions of disappointment
over no opportunity for membership to get together. With the lifting of Covid
restrictions, circumstances are such that we can again meet and greet one another. Plans
are being made for such an event as part of the Hodgenville (Ky.) Lincoln Days. Come
on Friday morning to share your talent in pro bono presentations, and join together in the
afternoon to visit local sites. ALP fellowship will follow as we break bread together at
the restaurant of Charlie Long’s (deceased Life member) daughter (details on page 7).
It is time to plan ahead! After due deliberations and consultation with conference hosts,
the ALP Board has scheduled the 2022 conference in Leavenworth, Kansas (April 2124) with Murray Cox as host. We anticipate the conference will be as was scheduled for
2021, with only changes of necessity (e.g., speaker who can’t make it this year; facility
isn’t available). Watch for further details.
The ALP Board has been wrestling with how to best address our declining membership.
Laura Keyes has suggested we focus on marketing our organization. The Board has
developed a Marketing Job Description, and appointed Larry Elliott to fill that position.
When the ALP Board decided to provide Dan Bassuk’s book to every ALP household,
we thought the task would be easy. PO boxes and Amazon Prime were a problems;
correcting these problems revealed many directory phone numbers and some email
addresses were obsolete. With Facebook, YouTube and Twitter, many don’t routinely
check email inboxes. To correct this dilemma, we have a special request: Please check
your website information. Advise John Cooper (fourscore7yearsago@yahoo.com) and
Stan Wernz (Lincolnwernzs@peoplepc.com) of any changes. If you aren’t on the
website, provide us with your current address, email address, and phone number.
Having current directory information is imperative when we need to reach you.
Additionally, if you are not on the website but would like to be, please send your bio
(100 words max) and your photo (200 pixels wide, min) to Stan (email above). If you
are listed on the website, but have no photo, please submit a photo that we can use.
Thanks!
I hope to see you in Hodgenville come October; if you can’t be in Hodgenville, join us
in Leavenworth next April.
Stan
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Meet Maryanne Mathews
Submitted by John Cooper
Maryanne Mathews from Carmel, Indiana is a life member of ALP since
2015. She portrays Mary Lincoln and has developed a one-woman play titled
"Mrs. President - a visit with Mary Lincoln." She wants to give Mary a voice
and stresses how remarkable she was as a woman in her times. She also has a
women's suffrage program where she performs as an unnamed suffragette,
talking about the movement in its times and referencing many of the famous
suffragettes.
Maryanne became Mary Lincoln in 2013 after performing in a play at the
Lincoln Ampitheatre in Lincoln Boyhood State Park in southern Indiana
(which incidentally featured ALP member Dean Dorrell as the adult
Lincoln). The play was about Lincoln's boyhood. Maryanne became
fascinated to learn about Mary Lincoln and decided to begin portraying
her. She has an appropriate stature (being less than five feet tall) to be Mary.
Maryanne is a retired teacher, who currently serves as an historic interpreter (furloughed due to the coronavirus)
at Conner Prairie, a living history museum in the Indianapolis area, where she does hearth cooking, sewing and
knitting. She graduated with a Bachelor's degree in journalism from Northwestern University, then earned a
master's degree in special education from West Virginia/Marshall University.
She's been married for 42 years to Garret, who is 6'1" to her 4'10". They have two sons, Colin and Evan and two
grandsons, with whom she spends a great deal of time mentoring while they are unable to attend school.
She plays guitar and hammered and lap dulcimers and belongs to a musical group called Crossing Bridges, with
three dulcimers, a violin, and her guitar. She also enjoys hiking and biking, history, writing, and singing.
She has attended a couple of conferences and loves the learning opportunities and the ability to share experiences
with other historic presenters. She finds the Marys to be a very friendly bunch!
Maryanne believes that Mary Lincoln was a woman who, had she been born in modern times, would probably
have been a mover and a shaker. She was very intelligent and for all her temper, very compassionate. Through her
play, people not only learn new things about her that they didn't know, but develop a sympathy and respect for
her.
One of her more memorable performances was at a Civil War weekend too far away to bring her set. The local
high school art class was supposed to set up the scenery, but neglected to put trusses on the back to allow them
to stand up. They balanced them the best they could. There was also a bed in the set that was an actual historic
rope bed from one of the organizer's ancestors. They couldn't get the ropes tied tight enough. So during the
performance, the bed was threatening to collapse and the "walls" of Mary's sitting room were wobbling with every
step on the stage. "I thought to myself that if they fell down, I would simply have to say, 'As Mr. Lincoln said, a
house divided against itself cannot stand.' "
She performs about 10 times each year with her play, meet-and-greets, or teas hosted by Mrs. Lincoln. She has
also accompanied President Lincoln (portrayed by ALP member Danny Russel also of Carmel, IN) in a couple of
parades.
Regarding books, she recommends Katherine Helm's book, The True Story of Mary, Wife of Lincoln. She takes
some of the childhood stories with a grain of salt, but they are family lore and show something about Mary's
personality.
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A s s o c i a t i o n o f L i n co l n P r es e n t e r s

c/o Dean Dorrell
5 1/2 Daviess Dr.
Washington, IN 47501

Phone: 812-617-1806
E-mail: abe@honest-abe.com

(Continued from page 6)

This flag has a 36th star, which was added upon the admission of the state of Nevada (October 31, 1864). It would not
have been displayed, however, until July 4, 1865, after Lincoln’s death.

